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15 FAM 200 
HOUSING ABROAD PROGRAM 

Changes 
1. 15 FAM 210, Policy and Responsibilities:  This subchapter has 

been revised throughout, with an emphasis on use of plain language.  
15 FAM 212.6, Annual Market Survey of Housing, paragraph a, is new 
material regarding annual local market real estate surveys to gauge 
rental ceilings, availability, and cost of suitable housing. 

2. 15 FAM 220, Establishing the Housing Profile:  This subchapter 
has been revised throughout, with an emphasis on use of plain 
language. 

3. 15 FAM 230, Allocating Residential Space:  This subchapter has 
been revised throughout, with an emphasis on use of plain language.  
In 15 FAM 237B, Post Locality Types, Baghdad, Iraq, and Tripoli, Libya, 
have been added to the list. 

4. 15 FAM 240, Using Residential Space:  This subchapter has been 
revised throughout, with an emphasis on use of plain language.  15 
FAM 242, Contract/Third-Country National (TCN) Employees, new 
paragraph c, is information that applies to USAID only.  15 FAM 248, 
U.S. Marine Security Guard Quarters, contains new language that 
brings it in accord with language in the Memorandum of Agreement 
(MOA) between the Department of State and the U.S. Marine Corps. 

5. 15 FAM 250, Housing Profile Procedures:  This subchapter has 
been revised throughout, with an emphasis on use of plain language.  
15 FAM 253.5, Safety, Health, and Environmental Requirements, is a 
new section associated with safety, health, and environmental 
management (SHEM) requirements.  15 FAM 253.6, Seismic Safety 
(Guidance-Selected Posts Only), is a new section on seismic 
considerations for applicable posts. 
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6. 15 FAM 260, Guidelines for Allocating Residential Space:  This 
subchapter has been revised throughout, with an emphasis on use of 
plain language. 

7. Change transmittal has replaced the term, transmittal letter.  Change 
transmittal was selected as being more appropriate in this age of 
electronic information transmission. 

8. Revisions since the last update appear in italic and dark magenta.  Other 
than formal titles, the italic and dark magenta will be removed the next 
time the material is updated.  Only current changes will appear in italic 
and dark magenta.  Italic and dark magenta provide an historical 
record of changes. 

9. Officers are reminded that Department-issued materials not codified in 
the Foreign Affairs Manual or its supplemental Foreign Affairs Handbook 
series generally have no regulatory validity (see 2 FAM 1115.2). 

Filing Instructions for Paper Copies 
1. Remove and discard old subchapter 15 FAM 210 (issued under 

CT:OBO-1, 04-29-2005; 11 pages) and replace it with revised 
subchapter 15 FAM 210 (11 pages). 

2. Remove and discard old subchapter 15 FAM 220 (issued under 
CT:OBO-1, 04-29-2005; 3 pages) and replace it with revised 
subchapter 15 FAM 220 (3 pages). 

3. Remove and discard old subchapter 15 FAM 230 (issued under 
CT:OBO-1, 04-29-2005; 18 pages) and replace it with revised 
subchapter 15 FAM 230 (18 pages). 

4. Remove and discard old subchapter 15 FAM 240 (issued under 
CT:OBO-1, 04-29-2005; 9 pages) and replace it with revised 
subchapter 15 FAM 240 (10 pages). 

5. Remove and discard old subchapter 15 FAM 250 (issued under 
CT:OBO-1, 04-29-2005; 6 pages) and replace it with revised 
subchapter 15 FAM 250 (8 pages). 

6. Remove and discard old subchapter 15 FAM 260 (issued under 
CT:OBO-1, 04-29-2005; 11 pages) and replace it with revised 
subchapter 15 FAM 260 (11 pages). 

7. After inserting the material in the binder, insert this change transmittal 
immediately following the CT (formerly TL) checklist, then fill in the 
entry line for CT:OBO-7, and initial. 
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Distribution Notice 
1. The Foreign Affairs Manual and Handbooks (unclassified) official version 

can be found on the State Department’s Intranet site. 

2. All posts and offices keeping paper versions of the Foreign Affairs Manual 
are responsible for maintaining the FAM on a current basis (see 2 FAM 
1116.5).  A/RPS/MMS/P, Room B934, 202-736-7470, FAX 202-736-7472, 
handles all requests for paper copies, including non-Government users 
(include either fiscal information or payment with request, as 
appropriate). 

3. Use KFAM and AINF TAGS on all communications on FAM/FAH issues; 
direct questions concerning issuance, validity, and updating to 
A/RPS/DIR.  Direct questions concerning substance and interpretations to 
the office indicated at the end of this change transmittal. 

(OBO) 


